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RANDALL D. CHRISMAN

DART Chairman
of the Board

During our March 4 meeting,
the Board voted to send
DART’s draft FY 2008 20-Year
Financial Plan to our member

port
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Draft Financial Plan Goes To Member Cities
For Review || A special message from Randall D. Chrisman

The Plan supports the construction
of a 14-mile Orange Line northwest
to the Las Colinas Urban Center
in 2011 and to Dallas/Fort Worth
International Airport in 2013,

as well as a 4.75-mile extension

of DART’s existing Blue Line to
Rowlett in 2012. Other projects

in the Plan include a second rail
line through the Dallas Central
Business District in 2014 and a
Blue Line extension from Ledbetter
Station to I-20 in 2018. Combined,
these projects are projected to cost
approximately $2.3 billion.
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Despite escalating costs due

in large part to the worldwide
demand for concrete and steel,
it’s important to point out

that DART currently has the
financial capacity and authority
to fund the construction of its
planned projects through 2018.
Future projects outlined in our
long-range 2030 Plan, however,
will require additional debt
backed by the one-percent transit
sales tax.

PARKER ROAD

Contractors teaming
up for Orange/Blue
Line projects

To help meet our current rail
expansion schedule, we're
pursuing the design-build
contract delivery method to
construct the first two segments
of the Orange Line (Bachman
Station to Belt Line Road)

and the Blue Line extension to
Rowlett (Downtown Garland to
Downtown Rowlett).
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We believe this method will expedite

the overall project schedule through
concurrent efforts on design and
construction. This fast-tracking approach
could also enable DART’s contractor

to identify, quantify and secure
construction materials earlier in the
process, potentially locking in the lowest
available prices.

We began the solicitation process
February 8 when we distributed a
Request for Qualifications (RFQ). The Statement of Qualifications is due from bidders
March 24, and we plan to issue a Request for Proposals April 7.

Nearly 300 people attended the latest meeting we held at DART to create opportunities for
contractors to learn about the project and meet potential team members. The Board is scheduled
to award a design-build contract before the end of 2008.

Green Line, level boarding i
and Super Light Rail
Vehicles (SLRVs)

Green Line construction is
proceeding on schedule and budget
for the initial opening to Fair Park
in September 2009, just in time for
the State Fair of Texas. Over the
next four months, more than 2,000
people will be working on the $1.8
billion, 28-mile project that in 2010
will link Pleasant Grove in far southeast Dallas to northwest corridor employment centers
and the cities of Farmers Branch and Carrollton.

In downtown Dallas, we recently completed modifications to raise boarding platforms at

St. Paul Station, and we’ll begin similar work at Pearl Station on March 7. This is a two-year
improvement project to support the introduction of Super Light Rail Vehicles (SLRVs) designed
for level boarding. The SLRVs will allow passengers with disabilities — plus people with strollers,
bicycles and the like — to step or roll directly onto the trains without using mechanical lifts.
The improvements also will enable DART to operate longer, three-car trains through the

Dallas CBD.

Between March 7 and April 13, Peatl passengers may use St. Paul Station, two blocks to the
west. Shuttle buses will operate every 10 minutes between Pearl and St. Paul stations. Pearl
Station is scheduled to reopen April 13.

Follow DART construction and see the latest photos and video of the project at
www.DART.org/constructionupdates.
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