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Chapter 3 Affected Environment

Figure 3-18
Examples of Typical Outdoor Noise Exposure

Category 2: Residences and buildings where people normally sleep. This includes
residences, hospitals, and hotels where nighttime sensitivity is assumed to
be of utmost importance.

Category 3: Institutional land uses with primarily daytime and evening use. This category
includes schools, libraries, and churches.

Ldn is used to characterize noise exposure for residential areas (Category 2). For other noise
sensitive land uses such as parks and school buildings (Categories 1 and 3), the maximum 1-hour
Leq during the facility’s operating period is used.

There are two levels of impact included in the FTA criteria. The interpretation of these two levels of
impact is summarized below:

� Severe: Severe noise impacts are considered "significant" as this term is used in the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and implementing regulations. Noise mitigation
will normally be specified for severe impact areas unless there is no practical method of
mitigating the noise.




