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TABLE 5-17
TYPICAL NOISE LEVELS OF CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT

Equipment Type Typical Sound Level at 50 ft (dBA)

Backhoe 80
Bulldozer 85
Compactor 82
Compressor 81
Concrete Mixer 85
Concrete Pump 82
Crane, Derrick 88
Crane, Mobile 83
Loader 85
Pavement Breaker 88
Paver 89
Pile Driver, Impact 101
Pump 76
Roller 74
Truck 88

Source: Federal Transit Administration, April 1995

No-Build Alternative
Impacts of the No-Build Alternative would be confined to already active and congested highway
areas where residents and businesses have already adjusted to highway-related noise. No
construction-related noise impacts are expected.

LRT Alternative
Using the typical sound emission characteristics given in Table 5-17, along with information on the
equipment to be used and the utilization factors or duty cycles of the equipment, it is possible to
estimate construction noise exposure in the community. Although no standardized criteria have
been developed for assessing construction noise impact, guidelines are provided in the FTA Noise
and Vibration Impact Assessment guidance document. These guidelines, summarized in Table 5-
18, are based on land use and time of day and are given in terms of Leq for an 8-hour work shift.

TABLE 5-18
FTA CONSTRUCTION NOISE GUIDELINES

Noise Limit, 8-hour Leq (dBA)
Land Use

Daytime Nighttime
Residential 80 70
Commercial 85 85
Industrial 90 90
Source: Federal Transit Administration, April 1995

The potential for construction noise impact varies by location and land use. Commercial and
industrial land uses, which adjoin the majority of the alignment, should not be impacted by
construction noise. At residential land use, the potential for temporary noise impact from daytime
construction would be limited to locations directly adjacent to the alignment. However, noise
impact from nighttime construction would be much more extensive, which emphasizes the
importance of avoiding nighttime construction near residential areas.

Construction Noise Mitigation
Construction activities would be carried out in compliance with all applicable local noise
regulations. DART Construction Guidelines Specifications Section 01560 Part 1.9 A-G states that
construction activities must comply with the noise and vibration maximum limits set out in Tables
01560 1-3. The guidelines also specify appropriate techniques to minimize and mitigate noise and




